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“[ve not hunted for ages,” said Fox, tossing a 
dead rat in the air. “It’s because of that Oath 
I’ve been telling you about.” “You eat it all,” 
said Vixen. “I’m not really hungry.” 


Fe picked up the scent of the other 
animals. As he travelled he thought of 
Horse’s warning. “Watch out for the hunt!” 
He rested in an empty hole. When Vixen, the 
owner, returned, they went to look for food. 


Just then an owl hooted and they both looked 
up. “You remind me of another owl,” said Fox. 
I don’t suppose you have seen her with a 
band of animals, have you?” 


“Have you ever been hunted?” asked Fox. 
Vixen shook her head. “Well I’m here now, I'll 
protect you,” said Fox. “But you’re already 
protecting those other animals,” said Vixen. 
“It’s such a noble thing to do.” 


Fox and Vixen set off on the trail. “I can’t 
wait to introduce you to my friends,” said 
Fox. “I'm sure they'll want you to come with 
us.” “I couldn’t stay with anyone until they 
proved themselves,” answered Vixen. 


“Well, now you come to mention it, I did see a 
group of creatures led by a Badger. I’m not 
sure which way they were going, but they 
can’t have gone far,” said the Tawny owl 
helpfully. 


Suddenly Fox stopped. “The scent divides 


here,” he said. “If we follow the wrong trail Shriike,” a screech from a thorn bush made 
we'll lose a lot of time.” “We could split up,” Fox look up. He shuddered at the sight of the 
suggested Vixen, “Then whoever is on the dead baby mice. “Easy pickings!” laughed the 
wrong trail could return and join the other.” _ bird. 


ar as x ae i. he i 
“You’re as bad as that Badger, moaning and “You punk,” said Fox scornfully. “Nobody's 
going on. They’re only a few mice,” said the said anything so nice to me for ages! Ike, 
bird. “Which way did they go?” asked Fox. Shriike,” screamed the bird as Fox left. 


“That-a-way — are you after a tasty meal 
too?” laughed the Shrike. 


“I’m too busy,” replied the Thrush. “You 
the scent ended. A Thrush was singing to her should find someone who’s brave and true. If 


young in the nest. “You have a mate and a you don’t try you'll never know.” “Thanks for 
family — but don’t you miss your freedom?” the advice,” said Vixen, returning along the 
Vixen asked the Thrush. path she had come. 


— PN \) of petipe tly tl tall 


Meanwhile the rest of the animals were But Mole slid down off Badger’s back on to 
toiling up a steep hill. “Let me down, the ground. 


Badger,” said Mole. “I’d like to walk, too.” 
“Stay where you are, Moley,” said Badger 
impatiently. “I can hardly feel you’re there.” 


The hill was steeper than he expected and he Mole tried to climb the hill. The more he 

tumbled back down to the bottom. scrabbled with his tiny arms, the further 
back he slid. Gradually all the animals 
passed Mole and got to the top. 


\ ve a 4 is > a 


“You can get down now, Mole,” said Badger. “Kee, keep going, ” encouraged Kestrel. 
“It’s the first sign of madness — talking to “There you are Moley,” said Badger picking 
oneself,” remarked Owl. “Oh my! Where has _ him up. “Why couldn’t you stay put?” 

Mole got to now,” fussed Badger. “Kestrel Just then there was the sound of a horn. 
could you go and see?” The hunt had picked up the scent of a fox. 


Next week: The hunt is on 


All About... 


On the move 
With our short back legs, we are better at 
walking than hopping or jumping. Because 
we move rather slowly, it’s very dangerous 
for us to cross roads. But sometimes we 
have to take the risk, especially when we’re 
on our journey to our breeding place. Then 
quite a lot of us are run over. 


6¢Hello Mateys! Guess who? Toad, of course, Guide 
| / to the Animals of Farthing Wood, strong swimmer 
/ and loud croaker. You'll find me in all 


We Toads come in different i 
colours — grey-brown, reddish- 
brown and some even blackish. 
Although our skin is dry 
compared to a frog’s, it’s not 
scaley, like a lizard’s, and so we 
have to be careful not to get too 
dry. If the weather’s very hot we 
bury ourselves in soil or crawl 
into a cool burrow. 

We shed our skin several times 
each summer to keep it in good 
condition. We have glands 
behind our eyes and in our 
bumps which produce a liquid 
that tastes very unpleasant to 
most animals. If we are 
threatened or bitten into by 
these animals they get a nasty 
surprise when they taste the 
liquid. Even so, Hedgehogs and 
rats still eat us. 


A 


sorts of habitats in England, Scotland and 
Wales, though never very far away from a 
pond or ditch. My skin is warty, | have 
big, bulgy eyes and my back legs are 
shorter than a frog's. In the daytime | 
usually hide in holes or under pieces of 
wood or stones and wait until the evening 
to come out and hunt for food. If it's been 
raining, though, | may well be tempted 
out by all those juicy worms. Mmmmm. 

| grow up to 7cm long but some of 

. our females are 10cm. I’m very useful 
in gardens because | eat lots of insects — 
hundreds of them at one meal, sometimes.99 


We can swim quite well. 


We scoot around 


pushing ourselves with 


our hind legs and 


keeping our front legs 


close to our bodies. 


When | spot a possible 
meal - a live creature 
such as a worm, insect 
or slug - | wait until it 
comes close by. Then, 
quick as a flash, | curl 
out my long, sticky 
tongue and trap the 
animal. If it’s a worm | 
scrape away any earth 
that’s stuck to it with my 
front feet. 

Next, | stuff it into my 
mouth, bit by bit, with 
big gulps, squashing it 
against the roof of my 
mouth with my tongue. 
Then | close my eyes and 
use my eyeballs, which 
dip down into the roof of 
my mouth, to push it 
down my food pipe. 


All About... 


The Incredible Journey 


TOAD 
CROSSINGS W 

In many parts of the 
country signs are put 
up in the spring to 
warn drivers that they 
are approaching a 
place where Toads are 
known to cross on 
their way to their 
breeding places. The 
drivers should slow 
down. Under some 
motorways, special 
tunnels have been 
made for the Toads so 
that they can still get 
to their ponds and 


Nuiaaina! 


HOME SWEET HOME 

Toads spend the winter hibernating in a 
burrow. As soon as they come out of their 
hideout in March, they head straight for a 
pond, ditch or lake to breed. They usually 
return to the same one, year after year. How 
do they know which one to go to? Can they 
smell the water plants? Are they led there 
by the first arrivals who croak as soon as 
they get there? 

No one knows for sure but one thing is 
certain: their homing instinct is amazingly 
strong. A group of Toads who were used to 
breeding in a pond in the Dibbin valley in 
Cheshire were still making the journey there 


five years after the pond had been filled in! lakes. 
orn 
If you find a Toad, y aN 
don't let a dog pick it ' 
Once amale has won a female, up — it could end up 
he clings on with special pads with a sore, swollen 4 


between his fingers. The female 
does all the swimming — the male 
gets a piggyback in and out of 


For some Toads, the In spring, after hibernation, the males The female swims about with him on 


tongue and mouth. 
journey to their wait at the pond, some floating on the —_ her back and when she’s ready to lay 


the waterweeds until she is ready breeding water can water, others sitting on the land with her eggs she holds on to a piece of 
to lay her eggs. She lays up to take many days. They their backs to the water. They croak to waterweed and produces a long string Y 
2600 of them in a string of jelly. »~ 4 usually travel at night, attract a female and to warn other of jelly, which the male covers with his Pave) wa 
crossing fields, along males not to come too close. When a sperm. This jelly, with the eggs inside, 
streams, through gates single female appears they pounce on gets tangled up in the weeds. When 
and across roads to her. The one who manages to cling on __ she’s laid all her eggs, she leaves the 


reach the pond. to her back and keep rivals off willbe water. The male waits for a few days 


her mate. and then returns to the land, too. 


When the eggs 
are laid they are 
round. But soon 
they become 
oval shaped and 
a tiny tadpole 
starts to 
develop. After 
about ten days it 
hangs from the 


When the young 
Toads are ready 
to move away 
from the water 
they are still only 
10-15mm long. 
They are easily 
snapped up by 
herons, Mallards 
and Hedgehogs. 


jelly, not yet After another ten days the black tadpole can 
ready to swim swim. It gradually grows into a Toad. At first it 
freely. feeds on water plants but then it starts to eat 


insects, too. It can take between nine and 
fifteen weeks to become a fully formed Toad. 


/ How To Draw <= 


DRAW A 


CURVED LINE DRAW A 
TO FINISH THE ma SLIGHTLY 
HEAD AND ‘\ CURVED LINE 
ANOTHER ONE ACROSS THE 
FOR THE NECK BODY FOR THE 
WING 
\ 
ADD A SHORT 
LINE TO THE 
BENT LEG FOR \ { 
THE FOOT \ i 
DRAW AN EYE AND A 
LINE ALONG THE BEAK 
DRAW MORE 
RUB OUT ANY CURVED 
OVERLAPPING LINES \ LINES FOR 
vem 
NEAR THE TOP OF THE \ 


BENT LEG DRAW A LINE TO 


‘ SHOW WHERE THE 
FEATHERS FINISH xe ADD A CURVED 
i | LINE FOR THE 
praw tHe toes \i [| SECOND TAIL 


= FEATHER 


Known to everyone as Whistler, Heron is a 
polite bird - but a bit lonely. So when he 
meets the other animals in the quarry, 
he’s keen to join them. He’s called 
Whistler because a hunter once took a 
shot at him, thinking he was a Pheasant. 
The bullet left a hole in his wing and as he 
flies the wind whistles through the hole. 


What's Heron's 
favourite 
programmes 

-4589010} sou 
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DRAW A LONG CURVED LINE 
FOR THE HEAD AND NECK 
AND JOIN IT TO THE BODY 


DRAW A SLANTED 

EGG SHAPE FOR 

THE BODY } 
DRAW ONE 


STRAIGHT LINE L2 


AND ONE BENT mai 


LINE FOR THE 
LEGS ADD A LINE 
ACROSS THE 


BOTTOM 


=>), 


MARK THE 


DRAW A SECOND LINE 
“\ ACROSS THE BODY TO 


MAKE A WING 
CREST AND THE i 
END OF THE SN 


>. _LDRAW SHORT 

BEAK ON THE : CURVED 

HEAD N LINES FOR 
VN FEATHERS 
Ns oi} 

Sc 


PSN 
ADD A SECOND LINE Ne SY 
TO EACH LEG 


ADD A SHORT i 
LINE ACROSS FOR \y | 
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THE BACK CLAW ~\, aan 


ADD A PUPIL IN 


aw EVE 
oeaw aman \ SX Fis THE 
LINE BELOW THE Ne 
EYE TO MAKE THE — 
FACE LOOK SAD x z 

“ 
DRAW ZIGZAG LINES ON THE 
BREAST AND BACK TO MAKE 
THE FEATHERS LOOK WET 


ADD SOME CLAWS 
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Secret World of..; Fe 


TREE TOPICS 


Owl’s Challenge: I’ve written a puzzle 


RAMILY TREE 


message about some of the creatures you'll Trees ore the largest living things in the 

find in an oak tree. Instead of ordinary world. They provide food and shelter ; apace : 

words, it uses pictures and numbers. Can for birds, equirrels and insects. We se ec ce ede lbp 
7 AS - : e name Sf 

you work out what it says? (Here’s a hint - it humans rely on trees to give us one ie 6 cnie wenenee et 


helps to read it out loud.) medicines such as aspirin, You will need: 
wood for building furniture, Photos of your family bottom and the oldest 


cork, paper and rubber. (including pets!), large sheet of at the top. Here’s a 


. ; Can you think of anything card, pencil, scissors, different sort of family 
St a Sa else you use that newspaper, paints, glue, felt tip tree to make. 
f ae comes from trees? pen, cardboard or clip frame. 
‘. q Draw a large tree on card. Draw @ When the glue is dry write 


ivy i MOSS () a circle, square or oval on the tree the names under the photos 
for each photo. (Draw each shape with a felt tip pen. 
alittle smaller than the photo.) 


the youngest are at the 


Tree 


2 Cut out the shapes. Place the tree on 
Cc Beer 


some newspaper and paint it. When the 
paint is dry cut round 
the tree. 


Stick your family tree on to i 


3 Carefully put dabs of glue in each corner of the front Cardboard or put it in a clip frame. 


of a photo. Stick the tree on top, making sure that 
you can see the face through the hole. 
Repeat with the rest of the photos. 


Squirrel says--- 
Ask an adult's 

permission before you 
start taking or cutting | 
up any photos. 


bu am, () 
crickets 
“S]@yOU9 Ysng YeQ Be 9aJ} OU} yeo 9as 0} dn yoo" uedeesoeey) & 
Jo dol au} iy ‘seaea] yea 01 sloddoujea| = puke ajja0q YUeq yeC Ue ses 1YyBIW No, 
pue ‘suiooe jee 0} aWOD Sher ‘aeNe| *ssow pue AAI JO} SyUNs} 8043 UO YOo"7] 
dsem |je6 e si au0 Yyors uy ‘sajdde YHAMSNV 


eo #« a 
THINGS TO MAKE \ 
To make patterned paper mix in powdered paint, 4 
confetti, glitter, small leaves or fabric snips at the 
end of step 2. 


Thousands of trees are chopped down 
every day to make paper. Most paper is 
used then thrown away, but it can be. 
used again. This is called recycling. 
Recycling helps reduce demand for 
paper, so fewer trees need to be cut 
down. Here’s a way you can recycle \ 
paper at home. ; 


MAKING PAPER 


You will need: 

Newspaper, large bowl, sieve, spoon, plastic tray, tea 
towels, rolling pin, large plastic bag, heavy books, 
(powdered paint, leaves or fabric, optional). 


For writing paper, trim the paper into a neat 
rectangle. Print a border with a potato, a sponge or 
leaves. Or print your initials or a large D for Dear, to 
start a letter. Cut the letters out of sponge. 


ac 
q Soak about 
eight sheets of 
newspaper in a 
plastic bucket of 
water overnight. 
Then drain off the 
water and tear the 
paper into tiny 
pieces. 


Cut out shapes for gift tags or Christmas tree 
decorations. Punch holes and thread ribbon throug! 


2 Put the pulp into 
a bowl and add an 
equal amount of 
water. Mix the 
papers into a mush 
with a spoon. Put the 
pulp in a sieve. Press 
down with the spoon 
to squeeze out most 
of the water. 


q Put another tea 
towel on top. Add 
more layers of pulp 
if you like. Put a 
tea towel on top 

of each layer. 


§ When you have 
finished, put a plastic 
bag on the last cloth. 
Put heavy books on 
top to press the 
paper down. 
Leave for several 
hours. Take the 

? books off and 
leave the tray in 
a warm place, 
such as 

an airing 
cupboard, until 
the paper is dry. 


3 Put the pulp on 
a tea towel. Spread 
the pulp out with a 
rolling pin. Fill in any 
gaps so the tea 
towel is evenly 
covered 


TREE TRICK 


You all know paper is made from trees, but did 
you know you can make trees out of paper? 
You will need: 

A sheet of newspaper, scissors, sticky tape. 


2 Roll the two sheets 
up into a loose tube 
and secure with tape. 


q Open out a sheet of newspaper and cut it 
in half widthways. 


3 Make five or six cuts in the 
tube to about half way down and 
bend the cut flaps down. yr 


@ Holding the base of 


the tube with one hand, 
pull out the inside 
sections with the other, 
as far as you can make 
your tree grow. 


It’s a fact 
COUNTING RINGS 


A tree trunk is made 

up of rings of wood. 
Trees make one ring 
every year. The number 
of rings tells you. 

the age of the tree. 


GIVE A 
WHISTLE 
Whistling thorn 
trees make eerie 
music when the 
wind blows 
through the holes 
in the tree galls 
made by the ants 
living in them. 


,, PERFUMED 
A BARK 

The spice 
cinnamon is 
made from the 
bark of a tree 
that grows in 
India. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FA 


FLYING 


There are so many record-breaking flyers. 
There’s the largest flying dinosaur for a 
start, and the heaviest flying bird, which 
usually needs a long run to take off. Then 
there’s the butterfly that travels up to 1200 
miles and the only flying mammal - a bat. 


v HEAVY AS A TV 

The heaviest flying birds in the world 
are the Kori bustards from South Africa. 
Males can weigh up to 18kg - that’s as 
much as a television set! They normally 
run away from danger, but can take to 
the air if they have to. 


> FLIGHTS OF FANCY 
True or false? Deep in the 
rainforests of Asia, there are 


A FLYING DINOSAUR 


The largest flying dinosaur 


that ever lived also hada lizards called Flying dragons 
fairly large name - flying between the trees. In 
ATHE ONLY ONE Quetzalcoatius! Weighing fact they don’t really fly, they 
There are over 4000 inata beefy 110kg (that’s ‘glide’, riding on currents of 
different kinds of mammal in about four times as heavy air. And they don’t have 
the world. Humans are one as you), it had a wingspan proper wings, they have flaps 
of 12m. of skin between their front 


of them, and the thing we all 
have in common is that our 
mothers feed us with milk. 
Yet, of all these mammals, 
there’s only one type that 
flies - that’s the bat! 


and back legs which they 
stretch out to make a ‘wing’. 


HELICOPTER SEEDS P 
Plants need to find a way of 
getting their seeds to patches 
of earth they can grow in. 
Sycamore trees are brilliant at 
it! With the slightest breath of 
wind, their seeds spin through 
the air like tiny helicopter 


Aigaaioa! 


LONG-DISTANCE 
FLIERS 


When the weather turns cold, 


| fly without 


propellers. Monarchs, like other eae 
butterflies, start to think about soun 
hibernating. The only —— 


difference is they travel 1200 
miles to do it! Growing up in 
Canada and the USA, they fly 
all the way south to Mexico for 
the winter. Come the spring, 
they make the journey back t oae 
north again. j 


A SILENT FLIGHT 

Owl flies completely silently. And just as 
well, too. Hunting at the dead of night, she 
doesn't want her dinner to hear her coming! 
What's the secret behind her silent flight? 
Feathers that are as soft as fur. 


sf 
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a Puzzle it out ea , Faia 
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 Itwas a bright spring morning and Fox and “Pve never seen this before,” Fox said. “It’s a 
“=< Nixen decided to go further afield than usual great! Let’s go on to the islands and explore.” _ fa 9 
g to look for food. They had walked a long : “We could play a game and see if we can 


a 


a 
S 2 ON THE WAY 
\“7 wl These pictures describe 
, SS) the flowers and insects 
\ ny) gs I I) that Fox and Vixen saw 
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STEPPING STONES ; } 
, Find a route that goes over all the 
“stepping stones and bridges once, and / 
once only, to land on one of the islands. <)> // 
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ti 2. RARE FISH of 
A ft) i aed Find the rare ge ‘a Yp, 
a _\ , VAP i three-striped redfish 7 
‘ a | i G swimming in the river. Qahene 
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Puzzle it ouf 227- 


After scampering on and off the stepping MAZE Vixen turned round to look at Fox’s handiwork. 
stones, bridges and islands, Vixen sat down to Trace the path from Vixen’s head to the “While | work out the maze,” she said, “you 
rest. Fox lazily traced the outline of her tip of her tail. can think aboutthis riddle.” oy g 
shadow in the dust with his paw, then filled it ‘ S Hal a > REY S 
in with lines. r/ ; BuUese & 
“Look,” he said to Vixen. “I’ve made a maze.” y LS a 
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Vixen had sorted out 
the maze while Fox 
was still thinking. “I 
can’t do this riddle,” 
at : he said at last. “Let’s 
Ti ee go on and while we're 
walking, you can 


may 


—- X ee COTO. 


as—“g7e FINISH VIXEN’S RIDDLE : os ; ; ; explain.” 
In marble halls as white as milk, lined with skin as soft as silk, Can you give Fox the 
pao a Within a fountain crystal clear, a golden apple doth appear. answer? 
4 No doors there are to this stronghold, 


Yet thieves break in and steal the gold. What am I? 


j Play these on the beach, in a sand NINE WOLES Bek eg 

GAMES PLAY NN} THE SAND pit or using pencil and paper. This game is for 2 players, ‘ 
with 3 counters each (use va 

BOXES . fe eS Se shells or pebbles). First Ee | 
Draw a grid with as many rows of 6 dots as you 8 fr? So draw the grid shown here oO -—-: Hi 
like. (You can do this with your finger in the sand ; 
or use shells and pebbles as the dots.) Take it in 
turns to draw a line between two cots either 
across or down. If your line completes a square, 
put your initial inside. 
At the end of the game, 
count up the squares 
with the different initials — 
and the one with the 
most wins. 


in the sand with your 

finger. Take turns to put }) 

the counters on the points 

where the lines cross, ane 
making sure your 
opponent doesn’t put all 
hers in a line. When all the 
counters are on the grid, 
take turns to move one 
counter along aline to the , 
next point. The winner is 
the first person to get all 
their counters in a row . o 
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